4        PROBLEM OF INDIVIDUALITY   LECT.

There are the individual organisms, each of them
representing manifoldness in unity, i.e. factual whole-
ness, and there are processes, of at least three different
kinds, embryological, restitutive, and adaptive, leading
to this wholeness as if the existence of this wholeness
were their " purpose/' They always lead to whole-
ness ; they have done so, and do so, and will do so,
in innumerable cases.

So far there is a simple statement of fact, described
by a certain technical name ; there is as yet no
problem. But a problem, in fact, the problem of
biology at once arises, as soon as we consider a
certain possibility that is suggested to us by another
well-known fact. We are familiar with certain
products of human workmanship which, factual
wholenesses in themselves, produce other wholenesses
by the processes which occur in them. These pro-
ducts of human work may, then, also be said to act
" purposefully " ; they are called machines ; at least
machines of certain kinds are of this type. Now,
all single acts of becoming in a machine, taken by
themselves, are of the physico-chemical^ or mechanical,
or, so to say, " inorganic " type. Wholeness, then,
may be produced by a constellation of single inorganic
or mechanical processes, in short by the working of
a machine^ and thus we are faced by the fundamental
problem :

Is organic individual wholeness produced on the
basis of a machine, i.e. by processes which> though
arranged in a special given manner^ are in themselves
inorganic processes^ as known from physics and chemistry^
or are there in the organism whole-making processes sui